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Hello again, 

We’ve made It to issue two (if you haven't got iss. one why not get it) and in our view 
it’s an improvement on iss. one - tell us if you agree by dropping us a line at the 
address below. Speaking of mail, thanks to all of you who bothered to write, in other 
words, nobody. Apologies if I'm mistaken and it's just that our postman has gone on 
strike! From now on we won't bother writing a long list of thanks, contents etc., as 
we'll have to be space-conscious but thanks to everyone who's helped (they know who they 
are). We've already got some stuff ready for the next issue including:- The Cramps, 
Cravats, The Drones and a Leeds synth band (I've forgotten their name) and possibly 
Crass, Spizz, Dead Kennedys, The Slits, The Room, Ultravox, John Foxx and others. That's 
looking on the hopeful side I must admit! John Peel gave us a mention on his show so 
just think, you're reading the same reading matter as Big John 1 . Hope you like it. 


ANY ENQUIRIES ETC. TO: 

RICHARD JEVQNS, 7 Laurel Crescent, Keighley, West Yorkshire. 
Tel. Keighley 605825 



THE SHAKES are a sort of pop band from Keighley and are currently gigging regularly, 
having praise from various people recently, including Tim Tate of the 'Keighley News'. 
Their songs include - 'I don't wanna fight', '1 o'clock (last bus home)', 'Safe little 
rebels', 'T.V. Addict','Radio Adverts', Graham dreamt about that one he’s a sort of 
psychic (not really), and lots of songs about girls 'cos we've been told to get lost 
by so many girls that we write songs about it, and also 'My Baby treats me like the 
Elephant Man'. 

We met them in the Olympic Coffee,height of all heights, on a Sunday morning, morning 
of all mornings. They're not a particularly serious group, so don't take it too seriously. 

Line-up '- Ashley - lead vocals, Jeff - Guitar + vocals, Damian - Guitar + vocals, 
Graham - Bass + vocals, John - drums. Ashley and Damian write lyrics. 

HOW DID THE GROUP START? 

Over a year ago, we'd all been in different rival groups and we decided to form a 
group together. 

WHAT ARE YOUR MUSICAL INFLUENCES? 

We're Inspired by a lot of people. I (Ashley) like Beatles, Bowie, T. Rex, Jeff likes 
XTC, Graham likes'semi-funky music, Damian likes Cure, Talking Heads and Clash, John 
likes jazz-rock. Out - music doesn't sound like all that stuff put together though, it's 
just us. . 

ARE YOU THE SAME OFFSTAGE AS ONSTAGE? 

Yeah, well you can't really be anything else in Keighley. If we could, we probably 
would. You feel a fool if you go on stage, all flashy clothes on and play In front of 
your mates who've just bought you a pint. 
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WHAT KIND OF REACTION DO YOU GET AT GIGS? 




( 


Yeah, It's great like the last gig we did at Ilkley, we ended up on the floor while 
everyone else was up on the stage. I'm afraid we don't get hero worshipped or any¬ 
thing like that. We don't get knickers thrown at ue "but if anybody wants to, please 
do! For Instance, before we go on stage, we don't stay In a little room, then go on, 
play and go back to the room, cos there's mates in the crowd who you want to talk to. 
We're just sort of mill-workers plugged in aren't we? 

■fWHY DO YOU CHANGE YOUR NAME SO OFTEN? 
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Well it's different incarnations of 
the band really, each time we change 
the name it's a different band, I 
don't think we'll be changing the name 
of the band any more though 'cps the 
[band's what we want it to be. We 
[changed the name to go with the set. 
(They have changed from the Jewels, 
Sweet Things, Spiders to the Shakes). 

DO YOU PUT YOURSELF IN ANY CATEGORY? 

JWe're a Echo and the Bunnymen/Teardrop 
Exploders type of pop group really, but 
Iwe're not at all arty. 

[WHAT KIND OF PEOPLE DO YOU GET AT YOUR 
■IGS? 

Well we get allsorts of people, like 
leadbangers, hard-core punks, people 
Ln between the two and lots of girls. 
It's,very accessible music really, and 
It's not too fast to dance to either. 

We once wrote a song called 'My Baby treats me like the Elephant Man' and it was just 
a four chord bash. We only did it as a joke but a lot of people took it the wrong way 
so we dropped it from the set. 


HAVE YOU HAD ANY GIG VIOLENCE? 


We got threatened at Ilkley and we were in the hall and this rugby player threatened 
us. Well sometimes we do get 'heavy' people there but it's easy to diffuse the 
violence, I think they'd rather dance than beat someone up. Some people when they're 
told something's really good, believe it and are geared towards liking some things^' 
and not liking other things. We never get any after-gig sex either, which is a shame! 
Also we could do with some roadies so if anybody will be a roadie for nothing, let us 
know. 


DO YOU HAVE A MANAGER? 

Well, we take it in turns to be manager, I did it first but now it’s Jeff. 

There's this fellow called Mich and with it being the Year of the Disabled he's getting 
a gig at Cliffe Castle with us, Dawnwatcher and Mucky Bob and it'll be free. That's 
some time in the summer. 

The police harrass us a bit over the posters as they find them obscene but they are 
only there to catch peoples eye. 

If you want to contact the band, ring Keighley 604488 (Ask for Jeff) 
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Line upi Jaz, vocals + keyboards; Geordie, lead - B/vocals; Youth, bass 
B/vocals; Paul, Drums. 


Set: 


Pysohe/Bloodsport/S036/Tomorrows World/Requim/Change/Wardance/ 
Primitive /The Wait. 

Encore: Tension/Complication 


WHO WERE THE FIRST MEMBERS OF THE BAND? 

Jaz and Paul, then Geordie joined us then Youth 

WHY DID YOU LEAVE ISLAND RECORDS? ' , 

We were never signed to Island. They bought the single rights from us. 

WHAT HAPPENED BETWEEN YOU AND THE 4" be 2"s? 

Well, I'd rather not answer that question. We just want to fc 
WHAT ARE YOUR PLANS FOR THE FUTURE? 

T-—- SinSlS ° Ut " When toat C ° meS out ^ 


WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THE ROCK BUSINESS IN GENERAL? 

DISGUSTING. Worse than ever - it’s a total cock-up. 

DO YOU HAVE ANY POLITICAL IIEALS WHICH YOU TRY TO PUT 
No, none at all. 

WHAT ARE THE GROUP'S LIKES AS IN GROUPS? 

We don't like very much apart from the early Ants. 

!HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT YOUR L.P.? 

I 

Well, it's all right. It's still'selling well so that's O.K. 

| HAS THE BAND ITSELF GOT A MAIN MAN? 

.No, we all have our say. None of us are above the others in 
that's the way it should 1 

Jaz then went on to say: 

Have you seen our handouts? It's got the Pope blessing the German Nazis in 
the 1940's. 

j If that isn't a Killing joke what is? (Well there is a group called Killing 
.Joke, they're good for a laugh). 
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IN YOUR SONGS THERE ARE VERY FEW LYRICS - WHY? 

Well If you go on and on and wake a statement you truly 1)611676, there's 
always someone to question It. It's not worth the hassle. 

Exciting that, wasn't It? 

superstars^ ^The^no th ? v band , don ' 1 botter " they're elitist rock'n'roll 
writing?) ^ getUnS lnt ° toe dal «« r z “e 1" fanzine 





IT COULDN'T HAPPEN HERE - COULD IT? 





While the threat of nuclear war hangs over our lives we will ,11 . 
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Why does Britain have a nuclear deterrent 7 
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TheM^e^on^^s^^et" 63113 °h destalCtion ev ^ r to thfhuman race. 
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- UNLESS WE ACT NOW! Y these being used is constantly increasing 
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in this country £11 a week' Money is f J ' ? e f enoe costs each family 
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And yet the Government wants wore! 
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How does this affect you? 

and^most d^gerous^Sl, f ^U^^^CI a'' 1 near ^ elghley are Bedford, Leeds 
Hill, near HaLogate. ^esid^nts surveillance station at Menwiih 

of instant ohUvInn t ? la ® nts of Keighley may not have the dubious honour 
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WHAT CAN YOU DO? 
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your opinions knows| write to your M.P. aind your councillors! talk to your 
family and friends, to people you meet. Become active in the fight for 
nuclear disarmament. 

JOIN KEIGHLEY C.N.D. We are a rapidly expanding organisation which is part 
os the national anti-nuclear network. Join us and help stop the nightmare * 

of nuclear war. 

Keighley C.N.D. meets on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of every month at the 
Albert Hotel, Halifax Road at 7.30pm. 


THE SPUNTRY NEEDS C.N.D. - C.N.D. NEEDS YOU 
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NEW MODEL ARMY are from Bradford an'’ ;~h I've never heard theii music 

they're supposed to be very uncateg- They've had very complimentary 

reports in the 'N.M.E.' and no reports in 'Wool City Rocker’ (see Nick Toczek 
slag-off). 

I went to their place on a Sunday afternoon and Violation 
were practising in the cellar. People were appearing all 
over, most of them poets I suppose. Only two of the New 
Model Army were there (they're a 3-piece) as they were just 
getting a new drummer, but 'Joolz made up for that by 
exercising her mouth 'till it surely 
deserved a month's rest. 



The interview seemed good at the time 
but on tape it has turned into some¬ 
thing out of an 'O' level paper so , 
most of it has been cut as it was too 
much question-answer boredom with 
nothing Interesting to take your mind off the facts. Try 
and see them live, they need the money (maybe Justin could 
get a new pair of shoes!) 


Line-up: Justin Sullivan - vocals/guitar 
Stuart Morrow - bass/ vocals 

Rob - drums_ 

T 

WHAT SONGS DO YOU DO AND 

'Fashion' is slagging 
about Cromwell's army 
about people who follow 

(For some reason Joolz 
the band, she must like 

A few minutes spent 

particularly interestingJfc _ 

next questions with irrelevant answers. 




Poets: Joolz, Michael Parkinson, 
Little Brother + Wild 
Willy Beckett 

WHAT ARE THEY ABOUT? 

off fashion, 'New Model Army' is 
and the Civil War, "Ihe Cause' is 
causes. 

seems to do most of the talking on 
the sound of her own voice). 

telling how the band started - not 
so I'll leave it out. As with 


Funnily enou^i, they say the Shakes and themselves have a mutual admiration 
for each other but when we interviewed the Shakes as we were talking about gigs 
I said: "Is that gig with New Model Army?" Ashley (Shakes) said: "I hope not!" 
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can’t be all bad, she gave ’Subvert’ a mention (ta^ C?!.)/ 0 ^ Pe0ple ‘ Ah v ® 11 - * he 

Next few questions just have the expected answers and they’re too boring to print. 

HAVE YOU GOT ANY PLANS FOR THE FUTURE? 

We’ve made a studio tape but as ve’re a very 
got any money to pay for it yet. We’ve done 
Willy Beckett which should be out in about 
’Straw Hats’ and we’ve the backing band on 
help really. 



you have a business- 
organised. It’s only 
help each other and 


poor band we haven't 
a single with Wild 
two month b called 
it. We need financial 

WHAT IS YOUR CO-OPERATIVE, ARIES ENTERPRISES 

It was started as a joke to fool promoters, 
like name they tend to think you're more 
a co-operative in the sense that we tend to 
we live together. 

HAVE YOU ANY POLITICAL VIEWS? 

We’re anti-fascist, anti-racist and anti-sexist. 

IF YOU WERE APPROACHED BY A MAJOR RECORD COMPANY WOULD YOU ACCEPT 7 

** th -’~* 

lMiLi^\°M and ° n ab ° Ut various subjects which are either 

Joolz.tbe TOrSt PerS ° n ln Khole ^ld has some good in them" - 

“No matter how high up in the music biz you get there’s always 
one who’s higher up who'll put you down." - Joolz 

And now a bit of the tape that has come out all right. Here 
have the tale of the Big Bad Nick Toczek of 'Wool City Rocker’ 
how dreadfully naughty he is. Jackanory, Jackanory. 

Mr. Toczek is a twit, and he's embarrassing on stage. Last 
we did a gig at the Palm Cove, Bradford, and there were no 
when we arrived and we had a big argument with P.C. They admi- 
they owed us £90 but they wouldn’t pay it to us ’cos we LZS 
them and we went to Naughty .Nick and we thought he’d try tT 

n to2i5 1 ;.;”u“s p “ & r t °— 

pathetic 68 J e ’ s covered an ? ° f our gigs etc. This proves'’Wool Cit;f R^Lr' 

pathetic and out-dated, and obviously written by a 30 -year old idiot. 



Joolr. 
some- 


Maxch 
lights 
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protec 
>ur money as otherwise 
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Controversial stuff, eh? If Nick sees another side to the story I hope he lets 
me know. Im my view 'Wool City Rocker' covered West Yorkshire well, giving lots 
of info on local bands and gigs. Nick now writes for the Bradford Star, is 
writing a rock book and will d o occasional W.C.R.b. Selling 3,500 copies of a 


fanzine is no mean 
totally different 
(scrappily put "tog- 
addresses, lots of 
the work of an 

Next bit on tape has 
Maiden to the Photos. 
"Pathetic" - Joolz.. 

What does she like? 

Contact New Model Army” 



any 


achievement, especially one which is 
from the majority of London 'zlnes 
ether, Interviews only, no names or 
swearlng/bltching) and is definitely not 
idiot. 

Joolz slagging off everything from Iron 
"Pathetic" - Joolz. "Pathetic" - Joolz. 


New Model Army. 


poets at: Aries Enterprises, 166 New Cross St. 
Bradford 5 or Tel. 393133 



We decided to scrap the A-Z of fanzines as we think it's better to cover only 
fanzines that have helped us in some way or other so we can review in more depth 
and also so that hopefully more fanzines will contact us. 


SHINEY CALIPERS 


SHINEYCALIPERS 


This is completely different from any other fanzine I've ever seen. Slightly 
childish, but effective, layout but three or four wasted pages with things that 
once glanced at you're not likely to look at again, e.g. full page cartoon and 
nearly a whole page with things from the Adam and the Ants Catalogue. Interesting 
gig reviews which give a good idea of the gig. Three pages copied from the 
Government's 'Protect and Survive’ booklet along with Hitch's views, and an article 
on fox hunting which is well argued. Possibly they were stuck for something to put 
in with it being a first issue but having articles of that kind takes some justify¬ 
ing in that the reader is wanting to know about music. I hope in the future S.C. 
has a better cross-section of articles/interviews but why not buy it just for Its 
originality - it's got plenty of it. 3®P from Hitch, 128 Otley Road, Gulseley, 

i West Yorkshire. 


RISING FREE 


from Hltchin 


Issue One has sold out but iss.2 has interviews with Adam and the Ants, U.K. Subs, 
Sham '69, The Jam and the Lurkers and lots of gig reviews for 25p, and Iss.3 has 
Interviews with S.L.F., Skids and Angelic Upstarts and more gig reviews for 30p. 
Although they were limited by only having one kind of music I suppose that at least 
people know what to expect - PUNK. The Third issue has now become much improved 
since the previous ones, as Better Badges now print it which makes for a neater 
appearance. Hope they start doing more local bands soon. It's done by Gez * Gus 
Lowry (Gez did an article for us in our first issue) from 36 Wilbury Way, Hltchin, 
Herts. Or from Rough Trade/Better Badges/Compendium etc. 


SuFM£r,T % T-A Kzib'c 






PRETENTIOUS - from Surrey U UU^I U LTJUU J VT/ 

First issue has interviews with the Citizens, Shrink, Classix Nouveau and the Head 
and makes very interesting reading although I had only heard of one of the bands 
before. Covers the local scene well without excluding the rest of us, and brings 
up some Interesting points. Seems to be slightly biased towards synth bands. Only 
setbacks are a bit messy layout and one or two pages telling us things most of us 
already know e.g. Small Wonder Catalogue. Still well worth 25p from Martin Brown, 
(he wrote the tape reviews in our last issue), 27 Clare Cott3., Barfields, 


VAGUE : 


Bletchlngley, Surrey. 


VAGUE 


from Wiltshire 


One of the best 'zines this. Iss. i contains Ants, Banshees, Specials. 2 - Program, 
Gang of Four, Joy Division, Red Crayola. 3 - Ramones, Boys, Clash, Softies, 

Program. 4 - Animals + men, Moskow, Talisman, Wait, Q-Tips. 5 - Ants, Cure, Huncan 
Group League, A.P.F., Undertones, Fanzines. 6 - Pop Group, Devo, Crass, Cosmetics, 
G.G. 7 - Antzine. 8 - Bunnymen, Skids, Bauhau3, Programs, Ants. I've only seen 
Issues 6 and 8 which were both so packed full it took me a whole morning to read 
them. Issue six has excellent artwork on the cover and enjoyable interviews and not 
forgetting local bands but they seem to have a grudge against Crass as they insult 
them at almost every opportunity giving them no argued case, just calling them 4- 
letter words. This continues in No. 8 where they get at Crass's fans as well, what's 
next? Anyway it's got some good interviews and reviews of the Ants' Frontier Tour. 
Hope they keep up the good work. A must at 30p from Tom Butcombe, Castle Street, 

Mere, Wiltshire. 



WOOL CITY ROCKER 


from Bradford 


If you haven't heard of this what have you heard of? So far there's been 13 Issues 
and the 144h will probably be the final one as Nick Toczek is writing a book and a 
column in the 'Bradford Star', Streets ahead as far as covering local scene goes, 
but often appears a bit too factual and boring, however has built up quite an 
audience. Issues 12 and 13 were in plastic packages. 12 had a free flexi with 
Heavan 17, and the usual extensive gig guide this time on a free poster and there 
a magazine in there somewhere! In my opinion, iss.13 is the worst W.C.R. yet. 

There's only 5 pages of actual writing, all the rest is just adverts and a poster - 
what's the point. Even the stuff in is mainly taken from press releases etc. Still, 
was the best in the North but not really that entertaining, just packed with info. 
Always worth 30p from Nick Toczek, 5 Beech Terrace, Undercliffe, Bradford 


SUBSCRIBE 


SUBSCRIBE TO SUBVERT - only £2.50 for the next 10 Issues or £1.25 for 

next 5. Postage and packing free so it ends up cheaper to get it straight from us 
than from the shops and you needn't leave the luxury of your own home. Just send 
your cheque/p.0. to Richard Jevons at 7 Laurel Crescent, Keighley, West Yorkshire. 
Edited by Richard Jevons and Andy Plews. 25p each p+p free. 


The Motivators 1 Paul McKendrick) Leon Philllpsi Iain Denbyt Gordon Baxter. 

Leeds basedi Manager is Bob Miller owner of Ram Recording Studios, Leeds. 

Appeared on Rama compilation album "The Art of Solving Problems" 
Have recently spent all their time in the studio recording approx. 
12 of their own songs and will shortly be making a video film 
before attempting to get a recording contract. 





<(<SPEED >/> 

UPEED axe another Keighley band building an almighty (not really) following and respect. 
They're a sharp, honest band who seem to enjoy what they do. 

Their set includes cover versions of 'Tin Soldiers' - S.L.F., 'Love Song' - Damned, 

'Help' - Beatles, and their own songs 'Did She?', 'Bom too bad', 'Wasted Youth', 

'Bitch', 'Down Town', and 'Now you're old enough'. 

The interview took place in the now almost legendary Olympic Coffee Bar. 

Line-upi Daz - vocals, Mugs Mason - guitar, Tronk - bass, Ringo - drums. Daz writes 
lyrics, Mugs writes tunes. 

They've got gigs coming up at an open-air festival at Cliffe Castle, Keighley, summer¬ 
time, C.N.D. gig + one at King's Head. 

HOW DID THE BAND START? 

Mugs + Tronk have been together for the past 2 years in various line-ups and when I 
(Daz) first joined we had a guitarist called Elvis, he was into rockabilly, but we got 
rid of him. Then we carried on as a four-piece before we got Neil but he didn't fit in 

with us so we got Wayne Marshall and he left quite recently. We've asked someone if he 

wants to do lead guitar but if he says no we'll start auditioning. We're doing some 
•rigs with Bovver and the Wombats soon, but the trouble is after you've done a gig with 
the furry little creatures, you find lots of Wombat droppings around! 

HAVE YOU ANY PLANS FOR THE FUTURE? 

We're going to make a demo soon and we want to be rich and famous and have lots of 
women! 

WHAT KIND OF REACTION DO YOU GET AT GIGS? 

It depends on the gig really like we got a good reaction at the Funhouse and Vaults 

oar and we have a kind of following, the Speed Army, but most of the gigs so far nobody 

seems to go, we seem to be in the wrong place at'the wrong time. Ihe first gig at the 
Funhouse started off with 'Bom too Bad' which begins with a Gary Glitter-type intro 
and there was Ringo alone on stage. Me (Oaz) and Mugs didn't feel like playing and 
decided to go home so Mugs put his guitar away but Tronk dragged us back while Ringo's 
there in front of all these people playing away and two of us were off home! Our 
second gig at Steeton Youth Club was when I threw the microphone stand up in the air and 
drop-kicked it and it just missed Mugs' head! 

'WHAT KIND OF AUDIENCE DO YOU GET? 

Horrible ones who are drunk and some mates. 

ARE YOU THE SAME OFFSTAGE AS ONSTAGE? 

No, not at all 'cos onstage we all have instruments you see! (Cries of 'shut up, Ringo') 
We're certainly similar. 

HAVE YOU HAD ANY GIG VIOLENCE? 

No - they're all too busy laughing at us to cause trouble, (interruption for cups of 
coffee) 

The open air gig at Cliffe Castle by the way, might be on BBC & YTV and they're going 
to try to make an album of it. 

DO YOU HAVE A MANAGER? 

Yeah, Tim Tate (of Keighley News) 'cos he gets us gigs and gives us advice every now 
and again. Any bands who say they aren't in it for the money are just liars 'cos you 
can't survive round here without it except for the Wombats 'cos they can't go any 

C VJ f V ' ' 0 | f\l\l 'i/V' 



GIRLS AT OUR BEST is a Leeds group currently attracting 
nationwide attention including interviews with NME and Sounds and Sessions with John 
Peel and Richard Skynnrd (both Radio l). Their first single, 'Getting Nowhere Fast/ 

Warm Girls' was on Record Records through Rough Trade as was their second, 'Politics/ 

Fashion', which was also released in Japan, America and 
Australia by Rough Trade but their next single will be on 
larger record company, called Happy Birthday, with whom, they 
it will be possible to make the charts. This single will be 
Gold'/'I am Beautiful Now* and they have an album planned for 
release in August. As yet they haven't done any gigs but 
[be doing some in the not-too-distant future. 

We met Girls at our Best in Leeds train station and went 
jcafe nearby where they read through the questions, sometimes 
laughing, sometimes confused by them, and immediately struct 
[Likeable bunch. Then we went on to the Warehouse, where they 
practise, and did the Interview there. 



Line-upi Terry - bass, Judy - vocals, Jez - guitar, Carl - drums 


HOW DID THE BAND START? 

We used to be in a band called the 
(Judy) and Jez, and to make the 

Carl joined last August from the 
Jez. 

WHY DON'T YOU EVER PLAY GIGS? 

Well, basically, we've had no songs 
we are doing some now. 

WHY HAVE YOU LEFT ROUGH TRADE? 

What we want to do is not possible 
and stuff like that. 



Butterflies and that's Terry, me 
singles we used session drummers. 
Expelaires after being asked by 


no money and no inclination, but 


them, like get in the charts 


for 


SO YOU WANT TO BE IN THE CHARTS? 


Yeah it's like a lot of bands are doing at the moment (eg Spizz, S.L.F., Passions etc.), 
signing on to a label where it's possible to get in the charts but instead of being a 
label like A+M, E.M.I., etc., H.B. will stay small. 


IS THIS FOR FINANCIAL REASONS? 

The money is a factor because now we've got the equivalent of an 
advance, so now we don't have to have day jobs so we can practise 
during the day. We gave up our day jobs in January. 

* HOW DID YOU GET ON TO ROUGH TRADE? 

* We took the tape to Safari and 4AD first but they weren't interes-l 

as we weren't doing any gigs but Rough Trade weren't bothered 
about that 'cos they liked the tape and decided to put it out. 

WHY WAS YOUR SECOND SINGLE RELEASED IN AMERICA AS WELL? 



ted, 
tt all 


Rough Trade had just started releasing records in the U.S., and we just happened to be 
around at the time. 
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WHAT KIND OF REACTION HAVE YOU GOT FROM AMERICA? 


In places like New York, it has sold well and been played a lot 
in clubs but as far as all over the U.S., I don't think it's 
done very well. The song is about American politics and their 
I elections but it didn't get out until after the elections. 

! WHAT ARE YOUR SONGS ABOUT? 

I 

'Well, 'Getting Nowhere Fast' is about the world in g eral getting 
| nowhere fast, 'Warm Girls' i. about stupid girls, 'It's Fashion' 
is about fashion, 'Politics' i lbout the American elections, 
'China Blue' is about pom sh; . in Chinatown Soho, 'Fast Boy¬ 
friends' is about girls who go out with loads of blokes, 
'Pleasure' is about having fun without any responsibilities and messing about, it's the 
complete opposite of political songs. 

WHAT ABOUT 'GETTING BEAUTIFUL WARM GOLD FAST FROM NOWHERE' ON THE JOHN PEEL SESSION? 

We thought the idea of doing them all as a medley was good and we did the new songs 
and had to do 3 more and the medley counted as 2 because it was so long. * 

HCW DID YOU GET THE JOHN PEEL AND RICHARD SKYNNRD SESSIONS? 



They just rang us up and asked us to do them. The last John Peel track was an old 

ospel song called 'This Train' which is about fifty years old but it's got good words, 

he other track on the Richard Skynnrd session was 'Six Hundred Thousand Pounds' which 
is about advertising and money. 'I am Beautiful Now' is the B-side of the next single, 
which is about getting money from going to bed with people and feeling beautiful when 

you have sex. GIRLS AT V UA BEST 

WHAT WERE THEJOHN PEEL + RICHARD SKYNNRD SESSIONS LIKE? 


Well Carl put plastic cups in his eyes! We started them about 1 o'clock in the after¬ 
noon and finished them about 4 in the morning for both of them. They were quite good 
fun, although it was hard work, but gave us experience. All the technicians were great. 


HAVE YOU GOT ENOUGH TRACKS FOR AN ALBUM? 

We haven't got enough tracks yet but we are doing one in August. 


WHO WRITES THE SONGS? 

Jez usually writes the tunes and I (Judy) write the words then we all work on it 
together and change them round. 

HOW DID YOU GET THE INTERVIEWS WITH NME k SOUNDS? New Single 

There were people there who had heard the two singles and thought they were good so 
they wanted to know more about us. 


WHAT WAS THAT LIKE? 


POLITICS IT’S FASHION 


At first doing Interviews was really hard and no-one ever said anything except Jez 
'cos he was forced to really. The Sounds one was quite good but interviews are really 
hard to do anyway. 


HAVE YOUR RECORDS BEEN SELLING WELL RECENTLY WITH ALL THE PUBLICITY? 

Yeah, it's helped. 'Politics' is now coming out in America, Australia and on a 


ft 
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Japanese L.P. so that's good. 

HCW MANY HAVE THE SINCLES SOLD? 

First one about 6-7,000, second one about 8,000 
WHICH GROUPS DO YOU LIKE/RESPECT? 

Wo like a complete range of music t*it if we told you it wouldn't make sense. 



[ ARE THERE ANY OIHER BANDS YOU GET ON Vi Cs * | £ 

We don’t really know anybody. |g#\| |f^ DCCT^ 

xvrjr^r- L - x lUUK IjCLw 8 1 

WOULD YOU HAVE ANY OTHER GROUPS ON RECORD RECORDS? ■■■■■■■■■■■■■■£ 

Well we don't really have our own label, it was just a technical point that we 1 
had to have a different name on the label as opposed to Rough Trade. 

«Y,\\ - ,j-—_ | 

IS THERE COING TO BE BIG PUBLICITY FOR HAPPY BIRTHDAY RECORDS AND YOUR NEXT SINGLE?' 

^ h6r bands ° n 1,16 label aren ' t us. It’s going to be 
llke^a^normal^record l!"'* " as Rou « h ^ more I 

I HOW DO YOU DESCRIBE YOUR MUSIC? .MvV I 

Brilliant, wonderful, great! Seriously though heavy pop kind of thing. YT 

WHO DOES THE BACKING VOCALS? J|^ ^ ^ '\\ 

Terry and Jez. On ’Warm Girls’ there was three of us singing, then w recorded 
hat three times so it sounded like 9 voices, which is a bit hard to do live!* 




I Y0U ARE 0FTOI mOTK HT OF AS A FEMINIST BAND, is’ THIS TRUE? ^ 

°f “ ^ dlvid ^^t band. It’s probably come about becaSe of 
the name, Girls at our Best, and the cover of the first single. 


I A /f ^/// . V 

[WHY DIDN'T YOU PUT ANY INFO ON THE COVER? 

Well it was just two songs, not really a band, so there wasn't really anything 
to put. 

WHY ARE YOU CALLED 'GIRLS AT OUR BEST'? 

*Cos it sounds good, 

WITH YOU HAVING A FEWAIE LEAD-SINGER DOES JUDY GET^HeVoST ATTENTION? | 

That's yet to be seen really because we haven't done any gies but I 


SO YOU ARE GOING TO HAVE PHOTOS? 

Yeah, why not, we’re all .beautiful! _ . _~ 

WHAT DO YOU THINK OF CRASS ETC.? 

straight off Whereas we’re putting it more subtley. I? “ . 



WHAT KIND OF LIFESTYLES DO YOU LIVE? I_ I 

*¥«£&r to^ee^smany ~ ^one_^oke^nd we^enot 

ARE YOU THE SAME ONSTAGE AS~OFFSTAGE?^jjTj’SpJ 

If we were on Top of the Pops etc. we probably would dress up and pose a bit 
b ut-you’ye got to put on a good show to compete with Rod Stewart etc. but we 
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wouldn't dress up to such an extent that we couldn't walk down the street. We'll 
never play weedy music either, we'll keep It powerful. 

WHAT KIND OF PEOPLE DO YOU IMAGINE GETTING AT YOUR GIGS? 

A mixture I would have thought but we'd like to get the kind of people you get 
at T.O.T.P. who've never been to a gig before. 

DO YOU HAYE/WANT A MANAGER? 

No. ■ 

IF YOU GET FAMOUS WOULD YOU TRY AND KEEP IN TOUCH WITH YOUR FANS? 

I think we'd just try and stay like we are now. 


WHAT DO YOU THINK OF GIGS FOR CHARITIES? 

We'd rather do a gig for the disabled than R.A.R. 

Thanks for the Interview - see you on Top of the Pops! 


Contact 

111 Parkland Drive, 
Leeds LS6 4PT, 
Yorkshire. 



Speed Interview Continued 


further anyway. Bands like the Clash though are just frightening how quickly any band 
can go down so low. 


HAVE YOU ANY INFLUENCES? 

I (Daz) was Inspired by the Pistols. 

Steven Wilson Inspired Tronk and we're 
also influenced by Slade 'cos we've 1 

always idolised them. 

Special thanks to Keith Addison, Smithy,! 
No thanks to A. Marshall. , . 

__ 

Whitlock, Stan, Pete, Martin + Speed Army. 

' ' I 

If you want to hire a P.A. from then 

or just want info, etc, contacti 



Telephone! Crosshills 32001 
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"Not In front of the children, dear!" Sshh! Keep it quiet! World super¬ 
powers are playing deadly games with our lives. Somewhere in lofty towers 
and in dark corridors of power the politicians, the anonymous civil servants 
and the warlords are sponsoring their War Games with our money. They play 
with 'Cruise' Missiles - tactical nuclear weapons to fight a war on European 
soil. They play with 'Trident' missiles - our own deterrent. 

Television, radio and the press foam at the mouth with talk of "The Soviet 
threat", "The balance of power", "Theatre nuclear weapons". Young people 
have no vote; they have no power. They would give us no right to life! 

In schools Headmasters/mistresses have the right to refuse the showing of 
"The War Game" - a film banned by the BBC. It is too frightening and could 
damage impressionable minds. Youth groups are refused permission to leaflet 
and petition outside school gates. 

Don't be left in the dark. Try and see "The War Game" film if it is showing 
near you. 

Obtain literature and leaflets from CND. 

Give leaflets and badges to your friends. Hand out leaflets and other CND 
stuff at school, college, the Job Centre, and at work. 

Get in touch with your nearest CND or Ycnd branch (addresses from CND offices). 

Look out for YCND events. Brighton YCND recently held a disarmament open day 
in their school. London and Salisbury YCND have both recently held very 
successful gigs which both raised money and were well attended. 

Join YCND - an alternative to apathy!!! 

Contact Youth CND at: 11 Goodwin Street, Finsbury Park, London N4 



THAT’S WHAT | CALL OBSCENE 


t I C Tam? 


POISON GIRL 

POISON GIRLS axe ax anarchist band and they’ll be gigging abroad for 3 weeks in 
Holland, Germany, Switzerland and Belguim, and maybe some C.N.D. gigs with Crass. 

New single All Systems Go with 'Promenade Immortal', that's a slow awesome and 
beautiful song about how we survive, the side is 'Dirty Work' and it tries to link 
international violence, like war, with domestic violence. 'Daughters and Sons' (from 
'Chappaquidick Bridge L.P.) is about a dream and what it's like to feel that you're 
getting old and a lot of their songs are about Insecurity and isolation or any other 
consequences of living in the kind of society we do. 

Anyway, here's the interview - 
HOW DO YOU DEFINE ANARCHY? 





Well to me it's about becoming independent, self-sufficient 
self-governing and this is a huge task to try and do. 


self-motivating and 


THERE ARE NOT LEADERS FIT TO RULE, 
THEY'RE ALL HALF SAINT HALF BLOODY FOOL' 


Another Hero 


DO YOU LIVE IN A COMMUNE? 


'THEY TAKE YOUR MONEY 
YOU SELL YOUR BODY, 
TO THE BIG GANG, 

FOR A BIG BANG" 


Underbitch 


WHAT DO YOU THINK OF POLITICS? 


I think the present political system is based on war, whatever party is in power and 
wnatever they say before they are elected will change when they actually have the 
responsibilities. 
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HOW DID THE BAND START? 


We first met doing a theatrical thing called the Body Show and performed that for 
a week and then we wanted to carry on doing something as we'd found a way of workir 
together. We had lots of ideas and things we wanted to communicate so we started a 
hand. 

"POLLY IS A FUTURE GIRL, 

LIBERATION IS HER WAY, 

PULLING ON HER SEAM FREE TIGHTS, 

MADE STRAIGHT FOR THE CITY LIGHTS" 

- Pretty Polly 

HOW HAVE YOUR RECORDS SOLD? 

Chappaquidick Bridge has sold steadily but we always 

want to sell more and reach more people. 



WOULD YOU SIGN TO A 

I don't see how we i 
think the problem 
certain facilities , ' 
for that you've got 
often the price that 
wrecks most bands, ' 
selves anymore. 

"GOT TO LIVE | 
ALIENATION’S 
I HEAR YOU ', 
NO CHOICE FOR 


WHAT DO YOU THINK 



MAJOR LABEL? 

can but nobody's ever asked us. I 
with them is that they give you 
and a certain amount of money but 
to give them something and quite 
you have to pay is too high, it 
as they're not allowed to be them- 


WITH ISOLATION, 

JUST A CUP OF TEA, 

PEOPLE MOAN ABOUT FRUSTRATION, 
ME" 

Alienation 
OF YOUR FOLLOWING? 


I think we're a hanjl P,c_tW\ fir-hs*. LiP | band to follow as we don't offer 

any possibility of hero-worship or identification lik 

most bands do, partly because of what we look like and partly because of the ur.cof- 
romising music we play, so I don't think that anybody can actually be mistaken In 
agreeing with what we're trying to do so I guess that the people who like us are 
genuine. 


ANY PLANS FOR THE FUTURE? 

We might be doing a live album as lots of people have said we're different live than! 
on record. 

"AND YOU'RE PEELING OLD, 

AND YOU FEEL THE COLD, 

FROM A DRAUGHT COMING THROUGH YOUR DOOR” 

HOW DO YOU WRITE THE SONGS? 

Sometimes we have a tune which we jam around with then find some words to go with it 
or the other way round, or we resurrect a bit we've left for a few months to go wit! 
a new tune. It's not ultra-planned really it just sort of grows. What you hear har 
been through a long rejection process. What we try and do is set up moods so the 
words have got to fit with the music perfectly. 
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"EVERYBODY HAS THEIR PRICE.UP YOURS" 

- Old Text's Song 

WHAT KIND OF REACT!ON DO YOU GET AT CIGS? 



It varies, for Instance, yesterday there were about forty 10-year old kids and it 
was quite a cold, reaction but the week before, in London, there was about J-kOO 
people there and it was really friendly. I hope the day of having violence at our 
gigs has gone as we did go through a phase of all that but that's changed now. 


r 



are you 

FEMINISTS? 


Yes, because 
there is no 
alternative, 
really. I 
think feminl 
sm is a mis¬ 
understood 
word real l y. 

For me it 
means ques¬ 
tioning the 
roles that I 
was taught. 

This came a 
long time 
after my 
•political 
awareness' 
when I real¬ 
ised that I 

hadn't changl PiO. Fcoi\ 'W 'ho uuy 

ed myself really and I'm still working through all that and I still know when I'm - 
behaving in a sexist way which shows I haven't been through that process yet at all. 


"BULLIED INTO PASSIVITY, SEDUCED BY SERVILITY" 

Under the Doctor 


HAVE YOU GOT ANY MUSIC INFLUENCES? 

I find most music that I hear on the radio nauseating, boring and I find it difficult 
to get anything from that. If anything our influence is to oppose the spirit in 
which a lot of music is played which is to entertain, to make money, to exploit 
emotions and to exploit real things, and instead make music which doesn't do that. 
This also comes into the way we approach the whole business which is to avoid it, 
like play gigs which people ask us to do, we haven't got an agency, we haven't got a 
record company to organise that for us, we don't play any commercial circuit anywhere 
and we always try to choose alternative venues - all for the same reason, to inject 
some humanity into music which we find sadly lacking. 


KHAT DO YOU THINK OF CRASS, DO YOU THINK YOU'RE DOING THE SAME THING AS THEM BUT IN 
A DIFFERENT VAY? 

Ve started to work with Crass as we found we agreed on our attitude to the music 
business, and together we're a really strong team. Together there isn't really 
anything that can stop us and the support that Crass and us get is purely through the 
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work we've done together. The music papers haven't promoted us, we're not this 
year's band or fashion, and they're really annoyed about it as you can tell from the 
things that they say. Behind that is their annoyance that they haven't actually 
got us under their control. 

THE BULLY BOYS ARE COMING, THERE ISN'T LONG TO GO, 

THE BULLY BOYS ARE ON THEIR WAY, WILL THE END BE QUICK OR SLOW' 

- BULLY BOYS 



WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THE SELL-OUTS E.G. CLASH, GEN X? 

I don't give them much time, because there's always the possibility that the band 
will let you down so I really like it when people don't just take us on trust but 
examine what we do having had the experience of other bands who've let them down. I 
don't want to let anybody down but I don't want our band to be the only people who 
are doing any work, I want everybody to do the work. We can't carry on for ever, so 
I don't want everybody to depend on us in that way. I don't think it's right to 
depend on a band in that way so I expect bands like the Clash and Generation X to 
sell out. 

DO YOU WANT THE WOMEN OUT ON THE STREETS? 

Well, for instance, at the gig we did last night there were lots of very young kids 
there and one of them said "How old are you, Vi?" and I told him and he said that's 
two years younger than my mum and I said "Where is your mum then, why isn't she here 
it'd be nice if she was here, wouldn't it?" He said he'd told his mum that I (Vi) 
was old and from my point of view there is something missing as most of the people at 
our gigs are young males, and that's fine as far as it goes, but it would be nice if 
we could play to people who can see it from my point of view. In general, most of 
the women of my age are tucked away safely at home, so yes I would like to hear the 
women's voices. I think we've got to overcome an obstacle to being listened to by 
young people because quite rightly young people are really suspicious of people of 
our age because the people of our age have been selling them up the river, like the 
teachers, the magistrates, the politicians and the other authority figures. Five 
years ago when we played we were slagged off, shouted off and canned off and shouted 
that we were old age pensioners and that hostility is quite justified as most old 
people let down young people and themselves. 



WHAT DO YOU THINK OF SCHOOLS? 

Well if the school is a place of frustration for teachers and pupils then there's 
something wrong. 




HOW HAS THE PRESS REACTED TO YOU? 

In general they've ignored us as they don't see any~potentlal to exploit us. For 
instance, the guy who runs the Fan Club sent news about this gig to all the music 
papers and we did as well, but they're not in and last time Crass and us came up 
here they didn't put it in then either, so there's something going on. About two 
years ago an N.M.E. reporter attacked the way I looked so I was at a Crass gig and 
I found myself face to face with him and it would have been impossible to talk in 
that situation so I just slapped him round the face! 


Contact Poison Girls at! ROUGH TRADE, 137 Blenheim Crescent, London Wli. 
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Mental Arithmetic 


a war 


PICK 

ADD 



two nations 


MULTIPLY 


the dead hy a million 

it 


DOUBLE 


DIVIDE 


the spoils 


TAKE AWAY 


the reason for fighting 
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